268  GREATEST GOOD OF THE GREATEST NUMBER

a. When married, a woman is free to continue her work
or to undertake new work. In this matter man and
woman stand on an absolute equality. The husband of
one of my guides was earning his living as an editor, she
as a guide. They had independent incomes, and each
contributed to the family expenses. Sometimes she bor-
rowed from him, sometimes he from her, and each was
independent economically of the other.

3.  A woman is free to have as many children as she
likes.    Economic barriers to large families are removed,
and that pi'obably accounts, with the new joy and zest for
life and with the Russian woman's passion for children,
for the fact that the birthrate in the Soviet Union outstrips
all other European records.

In early days, when famine made children a burden,
and when war weariness depressed husband and wife,
women sought any possible release from the responsi-
bilities of motherhood. Abortion was permitted by the
Government, but only that it might be open and safe,
rather than furtive and dangerous. Abortion was per-
mitted as a temporary measure; it was not part of the
communist programme, and it was abolished, save when
it was necessary medically, in 1936 after prolonged public
discussion.

Children are welcomed by the Government, and mothers
with several children receive additional financial aid. A
mother of six children receives at the birth of each additional
child an annual grant of 2,000 rubles for five years, while
a mother of ten children gets 5,000 rubles at the birth of
each additional child, plus an annual grant of 3,000
rubles for four years.

There were 1,375,000 births in the first five months of
1937, a figure at the annual rate of increase almost equal
to the whole of Finland's population.

4.  A woman is free to divorce her husband, though
strongly discouraged from doing so.   Divorce is granted
readily at the request of either party, but frequent divorce
and remarriage is definitely condemned, and where there
are children, both parties are compelled to shoulder their
responsibilities.    Divorce tends to decrease.